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Abstract

The accelerating gradient of 50 MV/m level in the normal conducting accelerating structures for linear collider main
linac has been established by the beginning of 2000’s. The basic technology for making those accelerator structures
comprises of fine machining of cells, chemical etching, diffusion bonding, brazing to make full body, followed by vacuum
baking at 650 degrees Celsius. Since 2006, the nominal target gradient was doubled to 100MV/m aiming at the application
to CLIC, but the nominal manufacturing technology has been kept the same. However, the vacuum baking process has
been omitted in many times by various reasons, but we have not observed any clear evidence of the poor performance
due to the skipping of the vacuum baking process. To identify the actual meaning of vacuum baking, we made the two
accelerator structures with the same design and the same technology, but one with baking and the other without, to
compare the effect of the baking. The high gradient experiment was pursued at the same set up in Nextef of KEK. The
processing of that with baking happened to proceed fast in pulse width but slow in peak power. The breakdown rate of
that with baking showed the saturation feature in the BDR evolution. We suspect that this saturation of BDR evolution
might be due to the too fast ramping at the initial processing stage. We conclude that the same processing protocol should
be carefully realized to make such sophisticated comparison.
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Table 1: Production History of Two Test Structures
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Copper at high temperature treatment
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Figure 1: Hydrogen diffusion length in copper for 1 hour
and copper sublimation depth in 1 hour.
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Figure 2: Temperature and vacuum level in baking.
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Figure 3: Copper foil shield in the vicinity of coupler wave
guide opening during K2 vacuum baking.
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Figure 4: Initial processing of two structures.
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Figure 5: Comparison of processing in two structures.
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Figure 6: BD cell distribution in two structures.
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Figure 7: Evolution of breakdown rate.
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Figure 8: K2 breakdown appearance in time at later stage
of operation.
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Figure 9: FN plot for downstream dark current.
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Figure 10: Evolution of normalized BDR in 24-cell
structures tested at Nextef.
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